The Iconic interview with Steve Englehart
By: Chris “Chrispy” Barcomb

The word “Iconic” doesn’t lend itself just to the
name of this Facebook page or Podcast, but it
could also be used to describe Steve Englehart’s
comic book career. As a writer, he has written just
about every character known to comic book fans,
for both Marvel and DC, and his career stretched
over two decades. Even just recently, Marvel
released Captain America Serpents Unite (a oneshot), which features a reprint of Captain America
#168 written by Steve Englehart.
Steve Englehart’s Captain America run began in
1972 with Captain America #153 and ended in
1975 with Captain America #186. During this run,
he introduced characters like William Burnside,
Jack Monroe, Solarr, Nightshade, Nomad, and a
newly formed Serpent Squad. He also introduced
and set the foundation for the Secret Empire. He
worked with some legendary comic artists as well,
including Sal Buscema, Herb Trempe, and Frank
Robbins. Together they brought us stories about
the Secret Empire, the crazy Captain America of
the 1950’s, and the true origin of the Falcon.
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Read on below to see what Steve Englehart had to say about his time writing Captain
America and his thoughts on the character today.
1. How did you get the opportunity to write Captain America for Marvel?
I’d been working my way up as a writer, from monster stories to romance stories to,
finally, THE BEAST. Evidently, Editor-in-Chief Roy Thomas liked what I was doing, because
one day he gave me both CAPTAIN AMERICA and THE DEFENDERS. All work in those days
was by assignment; you got whatever the EIC gave you
2. Growing up did you have any influences, such as a comic, that affected your writing of
Captain America?
I don’t think there was a comic. I remember as a kid thinking how lucky I was to be an
American. Later, when I was in the Army, I got a real first-hand look at how patriotism
played out in real life, for real people. I’d say those two things were my biggest influences.

3. What was it like to work with Sal Buscema on
the early portion of your Captain America run?
It was great. I would not be all the writer I am
today if I hadn’t had an artist who could draw
anything I could dream up. And note that I had
him on both CAP and DEFENDERS.
4. During your time on Cap, what was your
favorite story-line and who was your favorite
character to write? Was there a character you
wanted to use but didn’t get to use?
Oh, I think my favorite was the Nomad run. The
Secret Empire run leading up to it is my second
favorite, but I really liked, as a writer, going
places no one had gone before, and the Nomad
run was certainly that. The Secret Empire took
Cap to new places; the Nomad took Steve Rogers.
5. What, in your opinion, makes Captain America
an “Iconic” figure?
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He consciously carries that aura. Because of who
he is, he doesn’t make a big deal of it, but it
obviously is deeply connected to his soul, and
that comes through. He represents something,
larger than himself.

6. Are you reading any comics currently? If not, do you have a favorite show or book?
No. Once I switched from writing comics to writing novels, I immersed myself in novels.
7. What was it like to create characters like Jack Monroe and Solarr?
Quite honestly, they were just part of the job of producing a new story every month. You
take your best shot and hope people like it.
8. What are your thoughts on the Marvel Cinematic universe and do you have a favorite
show (TV or Netflix) or movie?
I’m a big fan of the films and TV. I thought, in the past year, they finally hit the point
where they could make a “real” movie and still hit the comics’ tone, without slighting one
or the other. They give me what I’m looking for in comics. On TV, I like all the Netflix
series, and I’m looking forward to seeing Shang-Chi as a guest on Iron Fist, and Black
Mariah as a villain on Luke Cage. (And Mantis alongside Star-Lord in Guardians II, and…

9. The Russo Brothers recently did an interview
where they said that Cap dropping the shield in
the end of Captain America Civil War meant Steve
Rogers giving up the identity of Captain America,
how would you feel if the next movie featured
Steve Rogers as Nomad?
…I’ve heard the same rumors you have about this.
I’m not involved in the movies so I know no more
than you do, but I have hopes.
10. What does Captain America mean to you now?
Same thing he always did: the Spirit of America,
as opposed to the reality.
In closing, I would like to thank Mr. Englehart for
taking the time to speak with us. If you are ever at
a con and Mr. Englehart is appearing, I would
recommend stopping by his both and saying “Hi!”
and thanking him for his work on Captain
America. It was a lot of fun putting this all
together, and we, at Iconic Captain America,
hoped you enjoyed this. If you have any questions
or comments, make sure to drop us a message!

Captain America Vol. 1 #153, 1st
Captain America comic written by
Steve Englehart.
Photo Credit: Photo taken from
mycomicshop.com

